
our diminished teams have 
got through an immense 
amount of work in an effort 
to prepare our Centres for a 
very different summer. 

In the absence of conferenc-
ing and camps, we have 
launched a programme of 
holiday activities for individu-
als and families (see over for 
more details).  The income 
levels are tiny, but the inter-
action with visitors is a gos-
pel opportunity and the ac-
tivity is an encouragement, 
and a step on the road to 
normality. 

Alongside that, I have been 
deeply humbled as staff 
members have sought ways 
to reduce their employment 
cost upon the Charity.   

Some have secured part-
time work so that they can 
reduce their hours, others 
have offered to reduce their 
salary, or take a leave of ab-
sence for the winter months. 

Another has decided to use 
their talents in the communi-
ty, directing all resultant in-
come to the work of their 
Centre. 

We have fixed our eyes on 
Jesus, and we are running 
the only race available to us 
just now.  I am so grateful 
that I am part of this relay 
team. 

 

“Surely you remember, 
brothers and sisters, our toil 
and hardship; we 
worked night and day in or-
der not to be a burden to 
anyone while we preached 
the gospel of God to you.”    
1 Thess 2:9. 

The New Testament is scat-
tered with references to 
the everyday practicalities 
of enabling ministry to take 
place.  Sometimes you 
have to look between the 
multitude-feeding miracles 
to see the evidence of fish-
ing and farming going on. 

Those who would wish to 
cast their nets, also needed 
to take time to mend them.  
Crucially, mending rather 
than discarding, was a 
clear sign that one day they 
planned to fish again. 

Even Jesus patiently ‘served 
His time’ while awaiting His 
time to serve. 

However, there is no sense 
that working and minister-
ing were mutually exclu-
sive.  It isn’t much of a 
stretch to imagine Paul 
sharing the gospel as he 
stitched the tough hides 
together. 

We may be in a time where 
our usual ministry oppor-
tunity is limited, but that 
only points to a generally 
increased opportunity.  

Whether to learn new 
things, or to make prepara-
tions, or to work to secure 
ministry, opportunities sur-
round us. 

Paul calls us to run that race 
by fixing our eyes on Jesus.  
John Piper presses it home: 

“Endure, persevere, run, fight, 

be alert, be strengthened, don’t 

drift, don’t neglect, don’t be 

sluggish, don’t take your eter-

nal security for granted. Fight 

the fight of faith on the basis of 

Christ’s spectacular death and 

resurrection. And show your 

faith the way the saints of He-

brews 11 did, not by coasting 

through life, but by counting 

reproach for Christ greater 

riches than the treasures of 

Egypt.” 

Over the past number of 
weeks, as we have been able 
to bring folk back from fur-
lough in a flexible manner, 

The ‘R’ Number;  The rate of reproduction 
as one person contracts and passes on to 
others.  Something that we normally want to 
suppress. 

Well, not us and not now!  We want the ‘R’ 
number to skyrocket.  We want you to get it, 
and pass it on to as many people as possi-
ble, as quickly as possible! 

What on earth am I talking about?  Our first 
ever Fundraising Appeal in the 50+ year 
history of Centre Ministries. 

Despite all the efforts referred to above, our 
Centres still face the real prospect of closure 
as a result of negligible trading opportunity 
over potentially a 12 month period.  We are 

making a unique Appeal to our supporters and 
our many thousands of guests & friends to help 
us at this time.   

Full details can be found by visiting 
www.centreministries.org, but please don’t stop 
there... 

If you can, please help us in one of the ways sug-
gested.  Irrespective of whether you can donate 
or not, please pass on news of our Appeal to 
others.  Follow our Centres on Facebook and 
share their updates about the Appeal, sup-
ported by your comments on why our Centres 
and our ministry is so important to you.  Paste 
the link in your e-mail or WhatsApp and send it 
far and wide. 

Get it & pass it on!  Let’s spread the word, but not 
the virus! 

Please Pray 

Safety and energy as 
the Centres embark on 
an innovative summer 
programme of service. 

That many who have 
been blessed by visits 
to our Centres might 
feel led to respond to 
our Fundraising Appeal. 

A continued return to 
normal activities, 
matched by a growing 
confidence amongst 
the population. 

For those who have 
suffered bereavement 
in unusually difficult 
circumstances and 
those experiencing ill-
ness at this time. 

For our Government, as 
they seek to navigate a 
path through this crisis, 
that will include diffi-
cult choices. 

SUMMER 2020 

Issue 36 

Give Thanks 

Staff have enjoyed good 
health throughout the 
past few months. 

For Government assis-
tance as we have faced 
closedown during our 
busiest period. 

Generosity of groups, 
individuals and organi-
sations as they have 
supported us with do-
nations and prayer. 

Encouragement from 
groups as they have 
expressed their desire 
to return and made 
new bookings. 

http://www.centreministries.org


Quinta Halll 

Weston Rhyn 
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or 
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w w w . q u i n t a . o r g  

w w w . c l o v e r l e y h a l l . o r g  

w w w . c a s t l e w e l l a n c a s t l e . o r g  

Ever been at one of our Centres with a group of rowdy teenag-

ers, or a packed conference where you always seemed to be 

on the go organising others, and thought to yourself…. I’d love 

to be here for a quiet weekend, just to soak up the tranquillity 

of the place?  Or maybe, you just wished you could get enough 

time to finish your coffee before having to rush off to set up 

the next item in your programme?  Or maybe you’ve only ever 

been to one of our Centres and you wonder what the others 

are like?... 

...Well, Summer 2020 might be the unique, never to 

be repeated, opportunity you have been waiting for!  

Our centres are usually restricted to group book-

ings, in an effort to prioritise Safeguarding provi-

sions, but in the absence of camps and conferences 

this year, each centre is opening to families and in-

dividuals for short breaks. 

We have promoted this through existing group rela-

tionships and on social media.  The images are just 

snippets of all that is going on.  If you’d like to know 

more, contact the Centres, or visit them on Face-

book or at the web addresses at the top of the page. 


