
duced to around £50k, we 
saw that gap closed through 
the generosity of God’s peo-
ple, the sacrifice by staff, the 
careful management by our 
senior team, the wisdom of 
trustees, and the significant 
intervention by Government. 

You see, at just the right 
time, God imparted His un-
changing attributes to do-
nors, economists, workers, 
managers, scientists, direc-
tors and politicians, and all in 
perfect measure.  He allowed 
us to be part of His great 
work! 

As a charity, we still face 
challenging times.  Our re-
turn to former levels of activ-
ity will take many months, 
while the Government plans 
to withdraw their support by 
September.  There is still 
great uncertainty regarding 
the virus, and we’re aware 
that the reopening that our 
teams are working hard to 
achieve could be snatched 
away at the last moment.   

But our God doesn’t change! 

  “To the King of ages, im-
mortal, invisible, the only 
God, be honour and glory 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

“Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Fa-
ther of lights, with whom 
there is no variation or shad-
ow due to change.”           
James 1:17. 

The past 15 months has 
seen one word enjoy in-
creased use in our vocabu-
lary—’Unprecedented’.  

What we do, how we do it, 
and who we do it with were 
all altered beyond recogni-
tion.  Masks, sanitiser, so-
cial distancing and Zoom 
all entered our daily con-
versation. 

We have changed; our lives 
have changed; our relation-
ships have changed.  But 
our God has not changed. 

Whilst God is with us in our 
struggles, His attributes are 
unaffected by them.  As the 
Westminster Shorter Cate-
chism puts it: “God is a 
Spirit, infinite, eternal, and 
unchangeable, in His be-
ing, wisdom, power, holi-
ness, justice, goodness, 
and truth.”  

We hope that Centre Minis-
tries is first and foremost a 
ministry to those who ex-

perience it.  But underneath 
it sits a hospitality business 
which has to survive in the 
world of commerce, and has 
faced all the problems of 
others in that sector, who 
rely on bringing large num-
bers of people into a limited 
space.  

Commercially, the outlook 
was very bleak.  Put bluntly, 
we had to prepare for clo-
sure within 6 months of the 
pandemic being declared, as 
that would have been the 
limit of our resources. 

Miraculously, we have seen 
our bank balances hold fast 
throughout the past 15 
months, rather like the wid-
ow of Zarephath.   

In a year when our usual 
income of £1.3m was re-

A huge amount of work has already been 
carried out, and much more planned as our 
Centres get ready for guests. 

The remodelling that was car-
ried out last year to enable us to 
provide family accommodation 
for the summer had to be re-
versed at Cloverley & Quinta, in 
readiness for the anticipated 
return of groups. 

At Castlewellan, the lack of a 
timeline for relaxation of re-
strictions has led almost all our 
summer groups to cancel their 
residential camp programme.   However, 
some groups that would traditionally visit for 
weekends through the year, are now book-
ing into the available summer slots.  Alter-
nating with this, will be a similar arrange-
ment to last summer, with family stays and 
groups of families.  This demands quite a bit 
of flexibility at delivery. 

We are so grateful that, along with much of the 
summer camps programme, two of the very 
large events that happen at Quinta are still 

scheduled to go ahead—The New 
Life Conference and UCCF Forum 
both in August.  It remains to be 
seen what limitations may be im-
posed on these events, but they still 
require a mammoth logistics exer-
cise to accommodate them. 

Cloverley has seen an encouraging 
response from their groups, with 
many aiming to bring as large a 
number as restrictions permit.  A 
number of special events are 

planned for later in the year (see overleaf). 

Those of you who receive the Prayer Diary will 
see it somewhat reduced from former sum-
mers, however, there are many individual family 
breaks that won’t appear on the diary, and we 
would encourage you to pray for them as well. 

Please Pray 

Safety and energy as 
staff bring the Centres 
back to operating 
standard following a 
long period of closure. 

That groups planning to 
visit would be able to 
go ahead, and others 
would have the confi-
dence to come away. 

That folk visiting our 
Centres, whether as 
individuals, families or 
part of a group, would 
experience the love of 
God and the Good News 
of the Gospel. 

For those struggling 
with health issues of 
various kinds. 

For our Government, as 
they continue to seek 
to navigate a path 
through this crisis. 
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Give Thanks 

We are finally on the 
cusp of welcoming 
groups back into our 
Centres—the heart of 
what we do. 

Staff are returning to 
the workplace and pick-
ing up where they left 
off many months ago. 

For Government assis-
tance through the peri-
od of closedown. 

Generosity of those 
who have supported us 
with donations and 
prayer. 

The goodness of God 
manifest in so many 
ways to us at this time. 



Quinta Hall 

Weston Rhyn 

SY10 7LR 

or 

ceo@centreministries.org 

w w w . q u i n t a . o r g  

w w w . c l o v e r l e y h a l l . o r g  

w w w . c a s t l e w e l l a n c a s t l e . o r g  

Castlewellan continues to offer Staycation 

breaks through our church connections.  

Meal/Dining options will develop as re-

strictions allow. 

office@castlewellancastle.org  

There is also some limited availability for self

-catering accommodation units at Quinta. 

admin@quinta.org 

A number of themed events have been 

planned at Cloverley.  Already the first Ad-

vent Retreat on 3rd-5th is fully booked and 

we have opened bookings for 10th-12th De-

cember (though given who the guest speaker 

is, it could be harder to fill!!) 

office@cloverleyhall.org 

mailto:office@castlewellancastle.org
mailto:admin@quinta.org
mailto:office@cloverleyhall.org

